
Joel Schnoor

The Queen of English 
and Her Reign

Aunt Ruth
of Error

“Nobody is better than Joel Schnoor when it comes to presenting grammar 
dressed up to have fun.” — Richard Lederer, author of Anguished English
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Joel Schnoor and his wife live in North Carolina, USA,  
where they enjoy gardening, which is one of their favorite 
gerunds. They are not nonplussed. Their four children have 
gone on to become grammar police officers themselves; their 
grand-daughter is never nauseous; and Joel’s wife does not 
love grammar more than him.

www.GennesaretPress.com

“Truly a language lover’s delight!”
“Joel Schnoor’s Aunt Ruth: The Queen of English and Her Reign of Error is truly a lan-

guage lover’s delight. This book will be enjoyed by those pleasure-reading grammar gurus 
interested in recognizing and avoiding the pitfalls of language abuse.  The book is also an 
answer to the prayers of English teachers looking for a new creative approach to helping 
students use troublesome aspects of language in correct, effective communication.  As the 
narrator says to Bill the Grammar Fairy, ‘Please call it a grammar story, not a grammar les-
son.  We don’t want the reader suspecting that he or she may be both enjoying the story 
and learning grammar concurrently.’ 

“Masterfully written in Joel’s comfortable, easy-to-read style, the book combines practi-
cal examples, humor, creative description, and figurative language to produce memorable 
passages, characters, and scenes. If you chuckled as you read I Laid an Egg on Aunt Ruth’s 
Head, you will howl as you read Aunt Ruth: The Queen of English and Her Reign of Error.”

—Jerry Laffey, English teacher, National Federation Outstanding Interscholastic Speech 
and Debate Award recipient, Iowa High School Speech Association Hall of Fame inductee                         

“So much here to love!”
“Rambunctious Aunt Ruth and her notable nephew are delightful!  Their inherent indi-

vidual charm as characters makes for a good read even if you don’t need new grammatical 
insight.  But Mr. Schnoor knows well that when the indomitable spirit meets the intel-
lectual perfectionist, there is context for the kind of witty conversation that makes those 
slippery points of English grammar stick a whole lot better.  So much here to love!”

—Kristi Eskelund, English teacher, storyteller, and grammar enthusiast

Joel Schnoor

I

Conquering English
and  It’s  Its
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“Clever, witty, and surprisingly edifying, I Laid An Egg On Aunt Ruth’s Head is a can’t-
miss literary treat for true lovers of the English language. Impressively crafted by author 
Joel Schnoor, Aunt Ruth is less an instructive manual and more a practical guide to cor-
recting the everyday grammatical mistakes we often unwittingly make. Without coming 
off as preachy or pedantic, Schnoor actually manages to make the learning process fun, 
which will bolster the appeal of his collection to readers of all ages. A younger audience, 
though, is sure to find the stories particularly engaging, mainly due to the ease with which 
they will connect with Aunt Ruth’s brassy, yet patient nephew. All in all, Schnoor’s in-
sightful, amusing approach successfully breathes new life into what is typically viewed as a 
rather mundane subject.”
—Apex Reviews

“As a teacher and lifelong student of the English language, I am always looking for fresh 
material aimed at presenting the essentials in a manner that will be easily grasped. This 
book is a rare find! It approaches the subject with a fun, light-hearted style that is a joy to 
read. Using humor to get the points across, Joel Schnoor masterfully presents some of the 
most frequently abused grammar rules through comical short stories. Everything here is 
family friendly. This is a funny book but it covers some serious grammar.”
—M.S. Hahn, Teacher

“I am not a fan of cute grammar books that seem designed to put down those who make 
common mistakes. Schnoor’s book is definitely not that. He is a kind, considerate, funny 
teacher who wants only for his students to improve, not to feel bad because of all they 
don’t know.”
—Pam Nelson, Raleigh News and Observer

Joel Schnoor lives in North Carolina, USA, with his wife, 
where together they are attempting hopefully to raise a family 
that comprises myriad chickens and four free-range children. 
The hens are laying eggs; the children are neither laying nor 
lying. Regardless, none of the children is nauseous.
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What is your nemesis? Each of us has something 
baring its fangs at us. Perhaps a chronic illness is 
threatening your retirement plans, your financial 
security, or maybe even your marriage. Perhaps it 
is a job loss, a divorce, or a death.

 What do you do when the bottom drops out of 
everything that you hold near and dear?

Whatever is going on in your life, you still need 
to get up out of bed every morning. Where do 
you turn?

God’s promises are real, not metaphorical.  
Give us this day our daily bread … I don’t care if 
it’s whole wheat or rye or pumpernickel or white 
bread. I don’t care if it’s in an oblong or a round 
loaf, sliced or not. I know that God is going to  
see me through this.

The peace that comes from God is beyond our 
comprehension. God’s peace stands sentry over 
our hearts and minds, protecting us from the 
demons of worry and anxiety. 

Joel’s is a moving faith  
journey that goes beyond his own 
story to give a divine context for all 
of us who suffer the inexplicable.  
It gives us hope.

Rev. Ken L. Milliken, Sr. Pastor
Gospel Tabernacle Church
Dunn, North Carolina

Is your life off balance?

Living in North Carolina, USA, Joel 
Schnoor and his wife are growing in 
their faith and learning more each day 
about what it means to live with a life 
that has kept them off balance.

Joel writes and speaks, offering words 
of encouragement for those who are 
going through difficult times.

Joel’s is a moving faith  
journey that goes beyond his own 
story to give a divine context for all 
of us who suffer the inexplicable.  
It gives us hope.

Rev. Ken L. Milliken, Sr. Pastor
Gospel Tabernacle Church
Dunn, North Carolina

Joel Schnoor is a delightful 
storyteller. As I read Off Balance, 
I learned, laughed, smiled, cried 
and reflected. Then I found myself 
giving thanks to God for life, love, 
friendship, family, the church and 
the peace that passes all under-
standing. This book is an honest 
gift from a grace-filled and joyful 
fellow traveler on the road of life.

Rev. Kelly Lyn Logue, Pastor 
Holly Springs UMC 
Holly Springs, North Carolina
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Joel’s writing is warm, witty, 
and most of all, wise. Walk 
with him through the pages of this 
book and find yourself blessed! 
Here is living water for the arid 
places in your life. You will find 
hope here!

Rev. Ray Broadwell, Sr. Pastor
White Plains UMC 
Cary, North Carolina
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In February of  1878, Johnny Stevens and 
his family picked up and left their Iowa roots, seeking to 
homestead in Nebraska. When they embarked in covered 
wagons on their journey—a trip that would end up taking 
more than twenty days—they had no idea what dangers 
and adventures lurked ahead.

Based on letters and writings from the author’s great-
grandfather, Tracks in the Snow captures the spirit of  a boy 
growing up in the pioneer days on the prairie. 

“I really value the book for the excellent lessons that it gently teaches 
as we watch Johnny’s family deal with life’s ups and downs. It also 
helps to fill out a picture of  the day-to-day lives of  our nation’s set-
tlers. What a gift Joel has!” M.S. Hahn, educator

Fans of  A Spoonful of  Dirt have been eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of  the second book in the Johnny Stevens Pioneer 
Adventures series. The book is here at last! Though author 
Joel Schnoor now calls North Carolina home, he relishes 
passing his midwestern ancestors’ stories and heritage on 
to today’s young pioneers.
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Johnny Stevens Pioneer Adventures

Tracks 
in the 
Snow

Joel Schnoor

Johnny 
Stevens

found: Learning English grammar and usage can be enjoyable! The 
Aunt Ruth Grammar books, I Laid an Egg on Aunt Ruth’s Head and 
Aunt Ruth: The Queen of English and Her Reign of Error, use short 
story humor to assist the reader in overcoming struggles with Eng-
lish grammar and usage.

“Schnoor actually manages to make learning fun … [his] insightful, 
amusing approach successfully breathes new life into what is typi-
cally viewed as a rather mundane subject.” — Apex Reviews

“Nobody is better than Joel Schnoor when it comes to present-
ing grammar dressed up to have fun.” — Richard Lederer, author of 
Anguished English ISBN 9780984554102

List $17.99
ISBN 9780984554171

List $18.99

ISBN 9780984554126
List $15.99

Based on notes and letters 
from the author’s great-grand-
father, A Spoonful of Dirt and 
its sequel,  Tracks in the Snow, 
show 1870s prairie life through 
the eyes of a ten-year-old. 
Experience the pioneering life 
as you read about the 23-day 
covered-wagon journey as the 
Stevens family moves from 
eastern Iowa to western Ne-
braska to homestead.

Why do people suffer? Why 
do bad things seem to happen to 
everybody? Where is God in a 
world like ours? Where can one 
find hope? Walk with Off Balance 
author Joel Schnoor on his faith 
journey in dealing with Parkin-
son’s Disease. Whether you have 
PD or something else, you may be 
struggling. There is hope; there is 
joy—even humor—in the midst of 
hardship; and God is real.

ISBN 9780984554164
List $13.95

A 
Spoonful 

of Dirt

Johnny Stevens Pioneer Adventures

Joel Schnoor

It’s the 1870s in Polk City, Iowa, and Johnny 
Stevens is frustrated because he has already lived for ten 
whole years but has not had any real adventures. He works 
hard with his siblings on the farm. When he’s not doing 
chores, he would rather go fishing down at the creek with 
his best friend Sam than do anything else. Unfortunately, he 
also has to worry about running into mean kids like Clarence 
or annoying pests like Eugene Dinwidden III. Johnny stares 
out the window of  the one-room schoolhouse, dreaming 
and wondering if  life will ever get exciting. Little does he 
realize that his adventures are just around the corner.

Based on letters and writings from the author’s great-grand-
father, A Spoonful of  Dirt captures the spirit of  a boy growing 
up in the pioneer days on the prairie.

www.GennesaretPress.com

Joel Schnoor calls North Carolina 
home, but his roots lie in Iowa and 
Nebraska. Though immersed in a 
flurry of  activity with his amazing 
wife and four children, chickens, and 
honeybees, Joel still enjoys taking the 
time to stand outside on a still day and 
listen to the corn grow.

Joel Schnoor
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Johnny Stevens Pioneer Adventures

Aunt Ruth Grammar

Faith, Inspiration, and Humor

Experience the fun found in the English language! Discover what 
language enthusiasts, teachers, parents, and students of all ages have


